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WHAT IS A MODEL? 


On consulting my dictionary, I find 
at a model is a pattern, an image, a 
ypy, or a facsimile, and a facsimile 
; described as an exact COpy, or 
ikeness. Therefore it would seem 
lat a model is either an exact copy 
r a licence, 

There are those amongst us_ who 
yndel exact copies, and those who 
yndel likenesses, Some modellers 
yuld have you believe that unless the 
id product is an exact copy it is not 
yyth having. 

I believe that the greater majority 
fF modellers obtain satisfaction when 
1eir model becomes sufficient of a 
ikeness to satisfy themselves, I 
Ast admit that most of the models on 
y shelves fall into this category. 
This brings me to the purpose of 
iis little disertation, The Associ- 
-ion has annually conducted several 
ympetitions for various kinds of 
dels, and for some reason we have 
aver received a large number of 
itries, 

Iam sure that it is not because 
ir members don't model, but it could 
» that they don’t trust the mails. I 
1 told that Bruce Lovett will be writ- 
1g an article on packing models for 
ransport, Perhaps this will help us 
obtain more entries for next year's 
ympetitions, 
| REX LITTLE, 
DVER PHOTO: 

Looking south over the Leighton 
ards W.A. showing 3 Y class narrow 
gauge locos and a J_ class standard 
gauge loco, 

Photo: G, Watson 
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One Way To Liven Up Your 


Holiday 


When I recently spent a holiday in 
Sydney, I followed the Federal Secret- 
ary's advice in the Jan/Feb Journal, 
and took my membership list with me. 
This enabled me to call in on several 
members during my travels. 


My first call was on Colin McLeod 
at Holbrook. During my stay with him, 
he took me down to his train room and 
showed me the progress on his layout, 
This is an HO/OO layout, about 12'x 6" 
and will be totally enclosed to keep 
out dust, The baseboard is mounted 
about 4° above the floor to allow easy 
access underneath, Whilst I was there 
he showed me a scratch build model of 
a NSWR 38 class loco, built by John 
McKenzie, at 3.75 mmto the foot scale, 
He told me that this was John's first 
effort, and as it looked so good to me 
I took the accompanying photo, 


John McKenzie‘*s scratch built C38, 


I spent an enjoyable evening with 
Norm Read at the Sydney Model Railway 
Society's clubroom, Here they have two 
layouts, an O gauge and HO0/00 gauge 
working to timetable. Whilst at the 
Clubroom I saw some very fine models 
in both gauges, and was told that some 
of the HO/00 modellers were using 
"Plastibond" in silastic rubber moulds 
for some models. 


Even though it was raining the pro- 
verbial cats and dogs, I spent another 
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By Rex Little 


enjoyable evening -in Glyn Shepherd 
train room with Glyn and John Dun 
both running on his layout, and talki 
trains, Unfortunately the photos d 
not come out, but with a little luck 
might get an article later, 


I went out to’ Bruce Lovett's 
present him with the South Gippsland| 
Branch Trophy, and whilst there mana 
ed to photograph the Association’ 


competition winners. Ken Edwards dro 
ped in with some scratch built loc 
samples a 


and rolling stock - some 
shown below. 


Ken Edwards’ scratch built loco, 180 


Ken Edwards* scratch built CHG van 


As a Saturday was included int 
stay, I took the opportunity of visi) 
ing the N.S.W.Branch Clubroom at Roc! 
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ale. Whilst most members were busy On my way back home, I was intrig- 
ith the paintbrushes, I spent most of ued with a_ strange vehicle on the 
1e afternoon talking to the various track, and which at first I thought 
embers, and even managed to get a run was the new Road/Rail bus which the 
n the layout, which was being modif- NSWR is testing. However it was not 
ed by Glyn and Norm, long before I discovered its true pur- 


pose - the NSWR travelling pay car: 


Painting the N.S.W. Branch Clubroom, 


In the Goulbourn yards. 


I stopped at Goulburn for a breather 
and wandered down to the yards, where 
another couple of reels of film were 
used up getting pictures of the many 
varieties of rolling stock, including 
a VR, VP louvre van, various wagon 

loads, and a steam loco making up a 
train and departing for places unknown, 


Working on the N.S.W. Branch layout. 


I also officially presented the Vic. 
ranch Trophy to Bruce Lovett. 


In the Goulbourn yards, 


My last call was on Howard Armstrong 
at Canberra. Howard had previously 
offered to defer a_ business appoint- 
N.S.W.R. Pay Car. ment to see me on my way up to Sydney. 
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Howard is another successfull modeller 
using Silastic Rubber moulds. He 
showed me moulds and the results, the 
range includes most N.S.W.R. types of 
bogies, parts for the C38 loco, and 
underframes for N.S.W.R. 4 wheel wag- 
ons - and we spent quite a while dis- 
cussing his methods. 


Storage yards H. Armstrong*s layout. 


Later on visiting his layout (which 
is an "L" in his garage) the following 
photos were taken. One point which 
interested me was his method of point 
Operation, The points are rod oper- 
ated through tubes (similar toa bowden 
cable) the rods being connected to and 
Operated by the key switches in the 
foreground, which also operate the 
electrical sections. 


H. Armstrong’s scratch built sleeping car. 


Most of his rolling stock is scratch 
built, as are several locos, plans and 
articles by Howard being a 


regular 
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feature inthe Australian Model Railw 
Magazine. 


More scratch building by H. Armstron 


Howard Armstrong*s loco. Rote 
I must’ add that a 
the members were contacted before 
dropped in to see them, and _ suitab 
times were arranged, with the excep 
ion of Colin McLeod. Other membe 
are assured of many pleasant evenin 
if, as I did, they take their membe 
ship lists on holiday with them, a 
take the trouble to contact the oth 
members in advance, 


In conclusion 


V.R. VP van at Goulbourn, 
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he ‘Commercial Development | 


Of Our Hobby 


1886 saw the completion of standard 
sation of gauge to 4°84" in the U.S.A. 
id for the first time railways could 
itroduce an = exchange system for 
ceight cars; and other. rolling. stock. 
rom this ‘time onwards; ,the popularity 
{f toy trains rose in leaps and bounds 
yt no steps were taken for introduc- 
aq any - standards of gauge, couplers, 
tc., and the enthusiast was stuek with 
ne brand, ° The early. model railway 
an still had‘to put - up with’ a.wvery. 
rude’. appearance ©: in. his miniature. 
a3ilroading, unless he was a. scratch. 
uilder in the real sense of: the word. 
orking conditions and very: low wages 
ade scratchbuilding something: only, 
ve wealthy could-afford, The -average 
nap worked a six day week, and usual+ 
yanll or 12 HOE ae at ees for 
P to $5 dea week. , 


- Although the een crude — .model 
 ilway items appeared in the 1830s, 

1900 very few companies had bothered 
o designate any specific * gauge, to 
heir products: let along think about 
ompatibility with other manufacturer's 
roducts, As.for scale thoughts:- 
here just wasn't any. 
irst companies to consider and name 
| gauge was a European concern, © and 

eir gauge was set at 45mm. — (approx. 
e') which was called’. simply No. 1 
auqe. The idea quickly caught on, 
ut still no two manufacturers used the 
ame gauge. One made a 54mm, (approx. 
") gauge and called it No. 2 gauge, 
hilst a third made a 2%" gauge and 
alled it No. 3. Another went bigger 
gain with a 3° gauge and called it 
io. 4. This battle continued = for 
ome years, with an ever’ increasing 
auge, but no increase in the more or 


ess acceptable size for the models, | 


he result was that, appearance wise, 
he miniature train was fast becoming 
n absurd looking item - somewhat akin 


One of | the. 
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a p2 acd E. Frost 
toa TT gauge’ of to-day fitted with 
"0" gauge wheels, 


’ 


» xt yf 


The real red-letter year for model 
railways was 1910, This year the Ives 
Company of the U.S.A. introduced a 
real ‘winner, An electric powered 
commercially manufactured “Ftem 3" of 
reasonable appearance as‘ far as detail 
was concerned, running rather’ oe 
ably’on a 14" gauge track, and’ to 
scale of 17/64". ‘The gauge being Lege" 
than the opposition Now ] gauge, ‘they: 
classified itas gauge Of Front the 
model railway Bic ies) point: » Of: views, 
this was what they were’ waiting ‘for. 
It was small ‘(though we'’ today ‘would 
laugh at this suggestion with our 
Omm . N guage)” “relatively inexpensive; 
no. longer confined to short ‘runs by 
limiting clockwork motors: in fact it 
had everything. Other gauges. son- 


tinued to come and go, Lionel 
appeared with a "standard". gauge of. 
2 1/8", which was the. same as the 
American Flyer's "wide" gauge. As far 


as I can ascertain these were the first 
manufacturers to have compatible gauge 
track, though the couplers were dif- 
ferent, This 2.1/8" gauge continued 
to sell steadily until 1935, when it 
was "killed off" by the introduction 
of HO gauge. | eg < 


Thomas ‘Davenport's ideas of 1835 
were ‘modified and reintroduced in 1851 
but were still 60 years ahead of their 


time. The Novelty Company in 1883 
marketed an electric powered railway 
set, but its product also remained a 


novelty (no pun intended). The Ives 
Co.*s 191) breakthrough was really the 
beginning of Model Railroading ‘as we 
know it to-day. Between 1835 — and 
1910, ‘many attempts at electrically 
powering miniature trains were made, 
using wet cell power, hand cranked 
generators, batteries and so on. No 


early attempt by railways to electrify 
their lines made it hard for manu- 
facturers to get acceptance of the 
miniature train powered in this medium, 
Steam was king, and the model loco- 
motive of a steam outline, powered by 
electricity just was not acceptable to 
the hobby, if we can call it that, in 
the 1870s to 1910s. 


the British 
even bigger 


In the early 1930s, 
Meccano Group gained an 
breakthrough than did the Ives Co. in 
1910, with the introduction of HO 
gauge models. The first public ex- 
hibition of model railways in HO gauge 
was at the Chicago World's Fair in 
1933-1934 and it was a show’ stopper. 
It was not until 1936 however that any- 


one was prepared to offer this gauge. 


to the American market, despite the 
obvious advantage of less. space. 


Around this time America forged 
ahead in the hobby with the formation 
of the N.M.R.A. (in 1935 under the 
auspices of the Model Railroad Club of 
Milwaukee) and the introduction of 
specialist magazines of which three of 
the originals (Model Railroader, Model 
Trains and Railroad Model Craftsman) 
are still going steadily - and long may 
they continue to do so. The "push" 
af these magazines and the N.M.R.A. 
could never be exaggerated in the 
development of the hobby. 


The gauge battle died down and by 
1942 when model production ceased in 
U.S.A. (it had ceased in England and 
Europe in 1939) only HO and O gauyes 
were left to fight it out. However, 
this battle was only dormant, and was 
renewed again in the’ immediate post- 
war years. American Flyer Trains - 
by now part of A. C. Gilbert & Co. - 
introduced an "in-between" gauge and 
designated it "S",andHalP Joyce came 
up with a table top size as he called 
it, and designated it TT. The tech- 
nical resourses of the world were again 
available to probe and produce model 
railways and the average chap now had 
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the time to make use of itsdevelo 
ment, with the introduction of the 4 
and 44 hour weeks. 1966 saw the in 
troduction of "N" gauge and who ca 
say this is the ultimate? 


To be concluded in our next issue, 


By the time each member receive 
this copy of Journal, he should hav 
received by separate mail, his applic 
ation for renewal of subscription fo 
the following year, also a nominatio 
form for election of new committee o 
management for 69/70 plus a registrat: 
ion of layout form. The reason th 
committee are asking to have this las 
form filled in, is to bring a lot o 
information about members and thei 
layouts up to date. 


Some we have go back to 1957 o 
earlier, and we are sure those member 
must have had some changes Since then 


One question we would like to kno 
is the last one "Is layout open fo 
inspection?" This would be of valu 
to members on holidays and in Sydne 
we have enquiries from the America 
R & R Centre, 


The C.0.M. would appreciate eac 


member*s co-operation in these matter 
and prompt return of same, 
scription of course. 


plus sub 


IN MEMORIUM, 


Bill Hubbard, DFC and Bar, Croix de 
Guerre and Bronze Palms and Mons Star. 
who died on lst July as the result o: 
an accident, was a regular member 03 
the Vic. Branch until his recent over- 
seas trip. 
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Plastics In Model Railroading 


Part 1 By J. Sneddon 


As a person who has been connected 
ith the Plastics Industry for about 
7 years, I feel qualified to pass on 
ome information to members of the 
oM.R.A. which might be valuable to 
hem in using, recognising, and aprec- 
ating the connection of different 
ypes of plastic materials in modern 
ay railroad modelling. 


Firstly, the correct plastic material 
lust be used for whatever application 
s called for in the construction of 
he various units connected with the 
obby. 


Let us now look at the various plas- 
lcs which are available to us to-day. 


Phenol-formaldehyde resin moulding 
vowders, commonly referred to by the 
‘rade name of "Bakelite", when moulded 
yxroduce a very hard surface, usually 
juite glossy. Difficult to cement, 
ilthough quite good results have been 
ybtained using "Araldyte" adhesive, 
hen larger thin parts are produced in 
shis plastic, they tend to be very 
rittle and give many a modeller prob- 
‘ems in repairing a damaged part which 
1as been’ broken, Summing up this 
Dlastic, the best use for it is in the 
vorm gear used in the drive train of 
nany commercial locomotives, For 
yreater strength the gear is usually 
»9f laminated cloth impregnated with 
che resin, having good wearing proper- 
bies with quiet action, 


Rubber modified polystyrene: 
[This plastic is ideal for the railway 
nodeller's use, because it is toughen- 
2d by the addition of buna rubber, has 
yood cementing properties, is produced 
in colours by the addition of dye 
colorants, and is reasonably strong. 
[t can be moulded with either a semi- 
gloss or a dull matt finish, iseasy 
to produce ina mould (which I shall 


in a future article) and is 
reasonably cheap. It can be obtained 
in sheet form for scratch building 
rolling stock, The best moulding re- 
sults have been produced by the firm 
of Rivarossi whoby their great detail, 
and use of the best materials, have 
produced perfect examples of the most 
complicated of the U.S.A. locomotives, 


discuss 


Polamides, commonly known as Nylons: 
This material is by far the strongest 
of the plastics, from the point that 
it is nearly impossible to break or 
tear it apart, I say this reservedly, 
as unless it is properly moulded, 
faulty parts will be produced which 
can be broken, I have seen many ex- 
amples of this bad processing. The 
nylon material makes a perfect bearing 
when combined with brass, not quite so 
good with steel, and does not require 
lubrication, Any 011 added only tends 
to attract dust which acts as an abras- 
ive for the part in contact with the 
nylon, Best results are obtained by 
the application of graphite or moly- 
disulphide powder, 


Delrin: 

This plastic has been finding a use in 
the production of model railroad 
accessories over the past year OY SO, 
because it is amaterial which possesses 
great dimensional stability, is quite 
hard when moulded, strong, and has a 
good appearance, Most use is in the 
production of wheel and axle assemblies, 
where this dimensional stability allows 
the manufacturer to make wheel 
assemblies which do run true, It also 
possesses good wearing properties and 
should only be lubricated in the same 
way as nylon, 


Polycarbonate: 
This plastic, to my knowledge, has not 
been used to any great extent in parts 
for the hobby, but I am sure that when 


RE ERI ee OT 
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its cost is of such a nature that it 
is practical to use, we will find that 
many parts will be constructed of it. 
This material is unbreakable, possesses 
good dimensional stability, can be 
obtained either clear or coloured, and 
is the answer to that devastating mom- 
ent when your train leaps off the 
rails, and goes over the edge of the 
layout ina gracefull dive three or 
four feet onto the floor beneath, 


Well, to sum up this first article, 
these are the main plastic materials 
used in model railroading. In future 
articles Iwill deal with basic design, 
mould making assembly, cementing, and 
where not to use plastic, 
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NOTICE, 


This publication accepts no respons 
ibility for the accuracy or reliabilit 
of articles or advertising containe 
herein, statements made or opinior 
expressed in papers or discussions 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to th 
views expressed by contributor: 
Neither is any guarantee implied c¢ 
expressed as to good conduct or prac 
tice of advertisers contained here1ir 
This publication reserves at all time 
the right to refuse acceptance to al 
matter considered unsatisfactory fc 
publication, 


Visit To The West 


By J. McCullough 


During May this year on a visit to 
Perth, a call was made on the Western 
Australia Model Railway Club layout 
located on the down platform in the 
station building. 


The first occasion was a_ Tuesday 
evening and two members were present, 
Alex Davis and Garth Caesar. Both 
had some stock on the tracks and the 
three of us spent an enjoyable couple 
of hours looking and talking, although 
no serious operation was attempted 
Both gentlemen have brass locos of 
American outline, freight and passenger 
stock to match, Running is at scale 
speed and a mixed train crawling up 
the grade to the high level with the 
loco wheels spinning, then gripping, 
was a very effective sight. 


The following Tuesday evening 
another shorter visit was made and the 
same two gentlemen were present with 
another, but I did not write down his 
name and must apologize for not being 
able to record it. We did exactly as 


before, just enjoyed the complete 
areas of scenery and enjoyed the b: 
locos trundling around, 


The real thing was outside the do 
and occasionally in Perth a steam lo 
comes by, then it is all out ont 
platform to see and breathe deeply. 


A Perth friend accompanied me. 
the second trip for he too has an 
re-aroused interest, He unearthed sol 
"O" gauge clockwork from the gara 
including two locos, one of which w 
a Hornby Lord Nelson 4-4-0, Th 
Still worked as we proved on the loun 
room carpet with a circle of track, 


The Karrakatta layout has been mo 
ified in parts from that featured 
January/February Journal No, 78, b 
much is still as shown in the plan a 
photos, There is plenty of work sti 
to do, though main track work appea 
complete and trains can complete 
journey, 
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Some Old Type Wagons Of 


The N.S.W.R. 


The "A" wagons are probably the 
iginal type of open wagon. Some of 
e wagons, now as "L" or "W", are 


ill to be found wasting away in some 
co depots, in use as ash wagons’ and 
t having seen accoat of paint for 
ny years, or tracking along with an 
tisans van. These latter ones do 
wever, manage to get an occasional 
at of paint. 


Figure 1: These wagons are of all 
mber construction, with fixed sides, 
ffers and hook coupling, with pin 
wn type of hand brake, Operating a 
oden brake block. Note that the 
oor boards are not the full width of 
e wagon, but have a 6" x 4" bearer 
1 round, This bearer tends to give 
e sole bars a narrower appearance. 
_ constructing an "0" gauge model, 
wever, 1t was necessary to bring the 
le bars almost to the outer edge. 
other point to note is that the 
ying anchor points are 3 feet apart 
stead of 3 feet 6 inches as on the 
re recent four wheeled wagons. The 
" guard is also 6" narrower, with 
laller axle boxes. There may not be 
y of these wagons left to-day. 


Figure 21is possibly the first major 
provement on the open wagon, and is 
fain of all timber construction, al- 
ough longer than the wagon in figure 
with increased wheel base. This 
igon 1s of the drop-side type with 
mber centre pillar and supports and 
‘On--strapping elsewhere, To-day 
ese wagons are fitted with standard 
‘ake gear and "W" guards etc, The 
ors cover the floor boards, being 1 
ot 5S inches deep and are secured at 
iter ends with an eyebolt and pin at- 


ichment on the ends of the wagon. 
ee bounce board on each door is 12" 
‘f the centre of the wagon, This is 


» clear axle boxes, 
“otrude 5% inches 


The door hinges 
to form a_ bracket 


By K. Cutler 


and the door fastenings project 4 ins. 
beyond ends of wagon to take the tast- 


enings mounted on ends’ of the wagon 
Note that the measurement’ shown on 
diagrams as 4 feet is from top or rail 
to top of floor. 


Figure 3 is generally the’ same as 
figure 2, but has anextra narrow strip 
and board to raise the sides, and is 
known as the 3 board "A", It is also 
to be found with either timber or steel 
sole bars, the latter having a 3 inch 
timber bearer between sole _ bar and 
floor. A pecularity with these wagons 
is that some of them tend to have a 
humped appearance, 


Figure 4 is probably a new batch of 
wagons built after an alteration in 
the loading gauge, being wider’ than 
the previous types, with all steel un- 
der frame, steel chanel centre pillar, 


and steel angles on the ends. They 
have a longer wheelbase . and the floor 
has 6" x 4" bearers all round. The 


door is mounted above the floor in the 
conventional way, the hinge being 
fastened to an eyebolt through the 6" 
x 4" bearer and the bounce boards are 
almost central on the doors. Other- 
wise their appearance is generally 
Similar to those in figure 3, except 
that the hinge and door fastening are 
combined, and mounted slightly further 


away from end of the doors. An oddity 
with these wagons is that some have 
a 7 foot door on~ one end with the 


corners secured and covered with sheet 
steel in the conventional way. 
KEITH CUTLER, 


ac aR ABTS mma ER FRET: 


Binding Your Journals? 


The school paper cover available 
from Coles or Woolworths at 20c ea. 
make good binders for one years issue, 
If you are fussy then reduce the length 


by 14%" and they fit 6 issues perfectly, 
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FIG. 
"A LOW ‘SIDED WAGON. 
Tare. 4t.7c. 


Capacity. 6 tons. 


"TTTIT TT TTT FIG. 2 
j "A DROP SIDED WAGO 


“wT 
ld Tare S5t.15c. 

| Capacity 10 tons. 
—— re 


8-9 hinges 


i 7-75 7 
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FIG.4 
‘A’ DROP SIDE WAGON. 
<I Steel under frame 
Tare. 6 tons. 
Capacity 10 tons. 


ae 6" a4, 
ee Te Peesoencincri = 
poet iinetaimesaninenl i “d, 


FIG. 3 


OP SIDED WAGON WITH RAISED SIDES AND ENDS. 


mensions similar to fig. 2 


\ber or steel sole bars. 


Ly 
ea 


z= cae 
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When one reaches the second fifty 
ears of one's life, you would think 
hat by that time a person would have 
stablished his likes and dislikes, 
specially in his hobby. However, in 
his hobby of ours, whether it is pec- 
liar to our hobby or not, One can 
till change his mind from "O00" to 
TT" and back again and no-one thinks 
hat there is anything odd in doing so. 
erhaps this is the reason why there 
re so many of us in the hobby. 


Anyway, I am certainly no exception 
nd having done just that, I seem to 
ave come to the impression that one 
ould do far worse than stick to Horn- 
y "00", both locos and rolling stock, 
rith Peco Streamline track. Why - 
h why - did they dispense with the 
lagnificent locos that were the halt 
iark of the Hornby era? I am aware 
hat Wrenn are now producing some of 
he old Hornby range of locos, but 
7ii1l they all come back? 


I am not one of the "purists", or 
me of those dedicated to one company 
ry One country's railways - although 
xf course I leanabit to the old LNER, 
faving been a Controller with them at 

Jiverpoot Street in the 40's, Any 
steam loco looks good to me some more 
whan others it is true, even a Triang 
’rincess puffing smoke raises acertain 
i0ostalgia inside me. This "smoke" 
init, together with "steam whistle and 
liesel horn" sounds’ and a taped back- 
jround of yard and country noises is 
[oO me one of the ultimate things that 
avery enthusiast should endeavour to 
-reate on his layout. What a differ- 
snce it makes when you can_ sound a 
yvarning whistle approaching acrossing, 
signal the signalman in his cabin that 
you want to take .the siding, hear the 
seat of the bell code from the signal- 
vabin, see the starter go down giving 
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To The General Manager 
x=y=z Railway 


By K. Elder 


you the "green" and listen to the taped 
yard with a load of wagons. These 
are the small things that help to make 
your layout into a railway. From here 
you should naturally gravitate towards 
"operating to time-table" if you have 
not already experienced the excitement 
of trying to keep’ things” running 
smoothly, pulling that slow goods into 
a siding to allow your favourite ex- 
press to roar through the station at a 
scale 60 m.p.h. These are the things 
that all help to make a railway. 


Once you have got the hang of Oper- 
ating, you begin to think of your rail- 
way in a different light. Then it be- 
comes “your railway". You naturally 
then want to identify it as yours. So 
you start to think of a suitable name 
for it (be careful here - too long a 
name might be too long to put on to 
your locos, tenders, coaches). If you 
do pick a very long name, you can al- 
ways put just the initials - but they 
do not mean anything to the visitor, 


do they? Then just before you start 
with some Letraset to put names or 
initials on - you. think - why not my 


Now this really 
Some people 


own colour scheme? 
gets into your. skin. 


really go to town and standardise on a 


colour scheme for all their passenger 
stock, another for certain of .their 
goods stock, me colour scheme for pass- 
enger locos, another for goods. Diesels 
might have another colour variation. 
Then back to names - why notaname for 
that favourite express passenger Set, 
names for each of the coaches, too. 
This will look extra good on _ your 
printed time-tables used in your Oper- 
ating sessions. Of course, once you 
get a suitable time-table, then why 
not get it printed by that friend of 


yours - even if it is only typed and 
set out on nice-looking paper. You 


can include the names of the Express 
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passenger trains now. Your visitors 
will be most impressed when they see 
your railways official time-table up 
on the wall - and even more_ so when 
they watch you actually operating your 
railway to that time-table. See how 
it gets you? 
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From here, we go to getting a suit 
able pass designed for you to give 1 
your visitors and to exchange wit 
Other enthusiasts all over the wor. 
There is much, much more - just Sj 
and let your thoughts enlarge on whi 
I have told you. Good evening. 
General Manager of the X-Y-Z Railway. 


ADVISORY PANEL 


The membership of the Association's 
advisory panel was last amended in 
1967. On looking through it, many of 
the members are no longer members of 
the Association, Here is where you 
the members can help. If you would 
be able to answer queries from members 
in your particular field, then the 
Federal Secretary will be glad of your 
assistance. 


Below are listed the current mem- 
bers who have volunteered their 
services. Members wishing advice from 


the panel should address their queries 
to the Federal Secretary, and include 
a stamped addressed envelope for reply. 
These members do not wish to be class- 
ified as experts. They are merely 
willing to advise on the particular 
items for which they have nominated, 


AUTOMATIC SIGNALLING: 
BASEBOARD CONSTRUCTION : 


Allan Dowel. 
Rex Little. 


BACKSCENE: Cedric Rolfe 

BRIDGES: Arthur Robinson, 

COUPLINGS: John Yourn, 

ELECTRICAL: Norm Robinson, Rex Little 


Allan Dowel. 

Rex Little, 

Norm Robinson, David 
Joyce, Mal Baker. 
LINESIDE STRUCTURES: Cedric Rolfe, 

| David Joyce. 
LOCO BUILDING: Norm Robinson. 

LOCO CONVERSION: 


KIT POWERING: 
LAYOUT DESIGN: 


MODELLING WITH STYRENE: 
MOULDING WITH SILASTIC RUBBER: 
PROTOTYPE - 
N.S.W.R.: Pat Burke, Les Fordham, 
Colin Gilbertson, 
Arthur Robinson 


.: Norm Robinson. 
sG.n6: 
UROPEAN: Noel Gipps. 
-K.: David Joyce 
J) Detle.2 
RELAYS: Norm Robinson, Allan Dowel. 
ROLLING STOCK CONSTRUCTION - Passeng 
and Goods: Cedric Rolfe, Colin 
Gilbertson, A.W. Saxon. 
(O gauge) 
ROLLING STOCK CONVERSION: Mal Baker 
Rex Little 


SCENERY: John Yourn, Mal Baker. 

SIGNALS & SIGNALLING: Les Fordham 
(N.S.W..) 
Allan Dowel 
(ViC.) 


TIMETABLE WORKING: 
TRACKWORK & POINTS: 


Allan Dowel. 

Tim Dunlop, Nor 
Robinson, Rex 
Little. 


Should you find that your particul: 
side of the hobby is not included 
the above list, then the Federal Se 
retary will be happy to add it to tl 
list, if you would be willing to a 
vise others on the topic. 
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e Editor, 
M.R.A, Journal, 


Pop 
lar Dir, 


How does one go about answering a 
ea such as set out by Mr. Boydell in 
e May/June issue of Journal? When 

analise the figures of the "stayers" 

set out inhis letter, we are forced 
admit that on the surface we should 
ter more forthe minority scales in 


urnal as these chaps are members of 
ng standing, and so deserve better 
ieatment. 


On the other hand, as Rex Little has 
inted out in his’ editorial, if 
‘thing comes in regarding these scales, 
thing can be printed. I sympathise 
th Rex as a fellow editor - I am 
‘itor of the Australian Railway 
ithusiast, which is always struggling 
) meet publication dates because of 
ick of contributions from its members, 
id here we have only one_ scale to 
1ink about (12" to 1°) and well over 
ie thousand members who are potential 
‘ticle writers, Over the last five 
ssues Ihave had to write five articles 
uublished under various names_ other 
lan my own) whilemy editorial assist- 
its have contributed a further two or 
iree - but back to the AMRA Journal 
‘oblems, 


Personally I don‘t think it matters 
ich which scale we write about, as the 
isics of one scale are the same as the 
cher - except for how many mm to the 
ot -- so in this respect, all scales 
re catered for. I suppose I am one 
- the most widely known followers of 
1x hobby in Australia - with hundreds 
f contacts in the hobby. (This is 
)t an exaggeration - MMRS has given 
> over 120 contacts alone, and AMRA 
arhaps as many again from Townsville 
ight around to W.A. where I number 
c. Boydell as oneof my valued friends 
1 the hobby; we correspond and as 
2t have not met, but will at the 1970 
ynvention, as he is coming across for 
tL). The number of non HO/OO men I 
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Valve 


know, I-can count:on the fingers of 
two hands, so to speak, I must exclude 
the N gaugers here, as mostly these 
chaps are alsoinHO/00O as well. They 
are still only a few though. IT must 
also exclude the live steam boys, who 
are something special in the hobby. in 
my view. 


When we look at the vast range of 
HO/00 equipment available, it is easy 
to see why it is the leader in the 
gauges at present. I feel N will 
challenge it in time. The average 
hobbyist starts off as a purchaser of 
ready-to-roll items, and naturally 
goes to the one with the widest range 
and cheapest price, and this is HO/O00. 
Later on he will have a go at’ making 
something for himself, but it is usual- 
ly scenery or buildings, still he stays 
with RTR equipment. Later again he 
will try a commercial kit or _ two in 
rolling stock (again the widest choice 
is in HO/00) and perhaps only one in a 
hundred ever get around to scratch 
building rolling stock, and only half 
of these try their hand at building a 


loco. It follows naturally then that 
HO/OO must get more magazine space 
than any other gauge. 

Now, re the Shop Spy Column, if we 


exclude the Model Dockyard, then there 
is not a Hobby Shop in Melbourne that 
stocks 0 gauge, and to my knowledge 
there is no stockist of 0 gauge in S.A. 
Tas., Q'ld., or W.A. but I suspect that 
there is one in Sydney. All hobby 
shops will supply O gauge orders 
though. Now, if there is no stockist 
obviously there can be no report of 
what's new. TT is in the same situ- 
ation, but N is fairly well available, 
and gets a mention from time to time, 


If we compare Journal with Model 
Railroader, and other overseas 
magazines, it does not come off too 


PACE 16, 


A.M:RiA. JOURNAL NO. 81. 


badly, as it is hard to find mention 
of non HO/OO or N gauge in these alsa 
There is a little about O or S, but 
not much, and NMRA alone has about 
20,000 members in | 
followers of these scales are not very 
great by comparison, Here in Australia 
I know of only one 
gauge group, 
only 8 to 10 members. 
chap in Melbourne trying to 

another one. 


If ‘these minority. gauge. chaps conn. 
their. 


tribute to. Journal, ‘I, am sure 
articles will be printed, but if not, 


as Rex said, he and.others close to” 

Journal . ‘publication must. write about: 

that. which they know best, -. in this. 

case HO/00, | renee 

The Editor, 

A.M.R.A. Journal. 

Dear Sir, | | os 
Many thanks for your letter of 


23rd March, I must admit your point 


that Journal only consists of material | 
itis, un-" 


supplied, but I,feel that 
fortunate that the articles 
should favour HO/00, 
it not be possible to reprint many of 
the old articles from previous years? 
Some years ago Keith Cutler had a very 
good series on O gauge wagons, Cedric 
Rolfe had an excellent series on NSWR 
brake vans, and Arthur Harrold had many 
good 3/16" to a foot scale articles, 
also on QGR wagons. An excellent one 
On points was reprinted years ago, and 
I used it to construct all my points, 
It could well be reprinted again and 


supplied 


updated by adding TT and N gauge 
dimensions, Stephen Suggit, the late 
Eric Maikin, Brian Rowling and many 


others all had 
could use again. 


articles I feel we 


Apart fromour own Journal there were 
some good ones in the Australian Model 
Railway World and Mixed Goods. JI am 
sure those who published these journals 


U.Sahca so the. 


club with an 07 
and I understand it has. 
There is a. 
form, 


However, would 


when they were in circulation. would al 
gree to our using any articles fro 
them. Mixed goods, although small 
was a gold mine of information. 


While the "present state of affair 
exist we must give the impression t 
many new members that we favour HO/00 
Anyone. receiving the Australian Model 
craft Newsletter must realise that to 
day there is a_ big following of 
gauge. Any N ‘gauger joining th 
Association over the last year or s 
must gain the impression we are no 
interested in N gauge. There must b 
some way of avoiding this if only b 
copying an odd article from elsewhere 
The ,Australian Model | Railway Worl 
went out of. publication some years ag 
yet. it contained. an article on build 
ing the NSWR 44 class in N gauge, 


Again I rust admit you. can onl 
publish that which is contributed fo 
Shop Spy, but if my first lettér onl 
makes the contributors aware that ther 
are other gauges, it has gained some 
thing. Can we not get the shops them 
selves to help. © No doubt the 
advertise their faster moving lines s 
could we not get them to advise us 0 


their slower lines or specials fo 
this section. Their faster movin 
lines pay for their advertisements 


but in Shop Spy they have free spac 
to advertise their slower and _ les 
profitable oddments. 


To me it appears that many of th 
members using these other gauges ar 
mostly scattered and out of town, an 
naturally look for somewhere to advis 
them where goods for the scale 0 
their choice may be found. 


IT think it was Brian Rowland wh 
said, "Since we have had the ne 
Journal the Association seems to hav 
lost the personal touch." I feel ver 
much so, but I really wonder if it 1 
not because we have lost Pop Valv 
This section, years ago, usually con 
tained a big selection of letters, an 
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n fact, many of the figures used in 
iy first letter were taken from a 
etter I wrote which appeared in No.46 
jovember 1962, and this Journal 
‘ontained six pages of letters in Pop 


falve. 


It was here, I feel, that many 
embers got to know one another's 
ougnte and feelings, and so gave the 
yrganisation a more personal interest; 
iow the whole thing seems very imper- 
hese Can we not revive an interest 
n Pop Valve, or is everything for Pop 
falve just bypassed to the Federal 


jommittee? 


Perhaps these two letters may get 
n expression of thoughts from a few 
iore members; then not only will it 


‘ive material for Journal, but it may 
elp the Federal Committee to get a 
vetter cross section of members 
houghts. 

BROUGHTON BOYDELL, 


of 23rd March was almost 
last Editorial. 


My letter 
dentical to my 


.etters for Pop Valve are always welcome. 


of Pop Valve was due to 
letters, not that the 
passed on to Federal 
Perhaps members need to 
to convert from one 
scale to another? Constructional 
irticles and plans can apply to any 
scale if one takes the trouble to con- 
‘ert to on's own scale, 


the absence 
the lack of 
‘etters were 
sommittee, 

ye reminded how 


EDITOR. 
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The Editor, 
A.M.R.A. Journal, 


Dear Sir, 


Thanks for sending up those’ two 
copies of the Journal, very interesting 
to see it again after such a long 
absence, I was most impressed by the 
March/April edition and I must. say 
that the new type-face is a definite 
improvement, The use of the glossy 
paper is a breakthrough for finish and 
certainly enhances the presentation of 
illustrations, 


It would seem that your major prob- 
lem is getting photos of a suitable 
size, but having seen the changes in 
Journal since I first subscribed to it 
in 1960, I imagine that it will all 
happen in time - possibly by obtaining 
negatives of the photos (by registered 
post) and having them printed and if 
needed cropped by a member with access 
to an enlarger? Re photos, I shall 
be in Hong Kong~ at the end of next 
month and I shall try to take some 
photos of the Hong-Kong - Kowloon 
Railway. There may be an article in 
it, but no promises, 


I hope that you find being editor 
is rewarding too, and that you get the 
contributions you need, We have the 
technology, now we have to find the 
stuffing for the project, 


LAURIE BURROWS 
NUI DAT. 


MEMBERSHIP LIST 


Please note the change of address for the following members: 


<oole, J.L. 
atson, G.R. 
aunders, M.A. 

Nilson, R.A. 


4A Lance Avenue, Blakehurst, N.S.W., 2221. 
C/o. Albany High School, Reedy Park, Albany,W.A. 6330, 
P.O, Box 413, Ballarat, Vic., 3350. 

26 Park Lane, Mount Waverley, Vic., 3149. 
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Branch Reports 
VICIORILA, ment of the Centre certainly gave 1 


The Victorian Branch of the A.M.R.A. 
has now settled into our new venue 
for the monthly meetings which is "All 
Saints" Hall, Glenferrie Road, Kooyong, 
just opposite Scotch College gates, 


At our May meeting a very success- 
ful film-night was held, and after the 
films acup of coffee and biscuits 
plus a pleasant chap about the latest 
goings-on in Model Railroad activities, 
Everybody voted the evening a winner 
and to the efforts of Fyfe Thorpe in 
providing the machine and films for 
the evening. 


On the 24th and 25th May, a very 
successful exhibition of Model Rail- 
roading was held in the Community 
Centre, Northland Shopping Centre, 
Murray Road, Preston, Among the 
exhibits were the Victorian Branch*s 
No. 1 and No, 2 layouts, and Eric 
Doherty's very fine elevated display 
all of which performed to the delight 
of the 2,500 visitors over the period 
of the exhibition. Also there was 
John Sneddon*s one level layout with 
its noisy sawmill, We suspect that 
many of the other helpers were forming 
a body to put anend to the racket 
by pinching the saw and so_ stopping 
any further cutting of the log. Never 
the-less the whole’ show went off 
wonderfully with thanks’ to all those 
who assisted, including the ladies who 
kept the boys* inner man satisfied so 
that the show would carry on, The 
nett result of the Branch's effort was 
a tidy profit, which will enable it 
to look forward to the future with a 
view to obtaining their own clubrooms, 


Many static displays were exhibited 
among which was a fine layout’ by our 
President, Mal Baker, complete with 
lights and rolling stock, The manage- 


every consideration and we hope to r¢ 
peat the show in the future, 


On the 19th and 20th July the Bran¢ 
is again staging adispaly for tl 
English Speaking Union at Toorak Ro: 
West, South Yarra, and we hope that : 
will be a greater success for the 
than last year, which was satisfacto: 
to them at the time, Many historic: 
photographs will be exhibited th: 
time and should create quite a lot ¢ 
interest, 


The Sub-branches are also ve: 
active at the moment having many go¢ 
evenings in the way of train runnil 
slide nights and general discussiol 
on the various aspecs of Model Ra: 
roading. 


All in all, things are looking 1 
in Victoria, and we look forward to } 


improvement in the members‘  intere: 
in their Branch. 
At the July meeting of the Bran 


the speaker will be Mr. C. Henshaw « 
the Victorian Railways and his subje« 
will be "The Fascination of Train: 
which should prove of interest of mer 
bers, 


At our next meeting 14th August, | 
will have a Running Night with our n 
No. 1 layout so that those members wi 
did not see it at Northland will | 
able to appreciate the working of . 
as it enables a number of trains to | 
set up in the yards, and also to s¢ 
the new Milholme transistor controlle: 
If acLion. 


At the following meeting, 11 
September, Ford Miquet will be demo 
strating his ability at casting mod 
parts using Silastic Rubber moulds ~ 
produce castings. This should be « 


reat interest to scratch builders, 

_ On the 9th October, we hope to see 
\llan Dowel's slides of his world trip 
fhewill give us this pleasure, which 
ye are sure he will, 


| it is 
) along to 
‘ive us a talk on "Vintage Model Rail- 
rays" and no doubt this will be very 
\ppreciated as many members will want 
0 construct these models to keep the 
ld days in front of us, 


At the 13th November meeting 
lanned to have Ray Pearson 


_ Our good friend, Rex Little, is 
yuilding himself up a fine collection 
£V.R. rolling stock out of scrap 
slastic and among these are different 
ypes of louvre vans, gondalas and 
juard's vans. He can make these units 


ut of practically nothing. 


| Well thisisall at present, so good 
‘ailroading to all, 
| JOHN SNEDDON, 


IEW_SOUTH WALES 

| 

_ Recent Branch happenings have in- 
luded an auction in May, a visit to 
»oPJE.R.S, tramway museum at Loftus in 
une, and a slide afternoon in July. 


/oming meetings will be: 
‘nd August: Guest speaker. 


6th August: Visit to Sydney Live 
_ Steam Locomotive Society, Darvall 
West Ryde. 


th & 20th Sept.: Working bee to pre- 
- pare equipment for the Model Rail- 
way Exhibition, 


As this will be the last issue of 
ournal before the Exhibition, we hope 
0 see you at the Lower Town Hall on 
the following dates and times: 


vaturday 4th October 9 a.m. to 9 p.m, 
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Sunday 5th October 12,30 p.m. to7 p.m. 


Monday oth October 9 a.m. to 9 p.m, 
SEE YOU AT THE EXHIBITION, 


COLIN GILBERTSON, 


WESTERN DISTRICT RAILWAY MODELLERS 
CLUB, 


The Western District Railway 
Modellers Club was formed in Warrnam- 
bool in April 1969, The elected 
officers were as follows: 


Greg O'Flynn 
Bernie Dowling 
Peter Hultgreen 


President 
Vice President 
Secretary/Treasurer 


Most of the twelve members model in 
00/HO (Triang predominating), but at 
least two of the members are starting 
to work.in N gauge. 


The club meets on the second Wednes- 
day of each month in members homes, and 
visitors are always welcome, For in- 
formation on meeting times and locat- 
ions, contact the Secretary, either at 
7 William Street, Warrnambool, 3280, 
or by telephoning Warrnambool 8333, 


PETER. HULTGREEN , 


FOR SALE 
Brand new Triang Series 3 point 
motor kits absolutely complete, 


Special price from Vic. Branch at 25c 
each, Ideal for many uses, Contact 
W. Moorehouse, 6 Outlook Road, Mount 
Waverley, 3149., cheques etc, payable 
to A.M.R.A. Vic. Branch 
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3803 & 3801 at Awaba, Feb. 1968, Photo: H. Holmes, 


5912 at Gosford, July 1968. Photo: H. Holmes, 
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Model Railway Exhibition 
Sydney Town Hall 


9 a.m. to9 p.m., Saturday, October 4 j 
12.30 p.m. to 7 p.m:, Sunday, October 5 ; 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday, October 6 


OA@aeeaeaeaeagaaeAaAaiAaeAaeiaeAaAaAaeiaeiaeiaeinea ent tf #4. 2 


Mal Baker presents the TIM DUNLOP CUP to W.Brisbane - the 1968 winner, 


oT wf ff 4 


World Meet Of 
Railway Medellers 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA, MARCH 2-10, 1970 


Register with Ted Frost, P.O. Box 68, Boronia, 
Victoria, 3155, Australia 
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MINITRAINS in stcck at very good prices — 
Baldwin loco at $5.25; diesel at $5.00. 
Various wagons at 40 and 50 cents each. 


THE FULL RANGE OF PECO yes the FULL Range 
is stocked 


We also have good stocks of — 
RIVAROSSI — FLEISCHMANN — TRIANG-HORNBY 
VOLLMER KITS — AIRFIX KITS — PLAYCRAFT 
MINITRAINS — A.H.M — LIMA — OLYMPIA 


CALL IN AND SEE WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER THE MODELLER IN 


Ho; N; Narrow Gauge 
Whatever you need we can most probably supply in the above makes. 


What you cannot see, please ask for. 


The original G.M. diesel (BL.2) marketed by AHM is now in stock, 
lit cab, at $12.95 each. 


(On test one of these units straight from the box, pulled 19 Hornby 
wagons plus 4 Playcraft weighted passenger coaches easily and 
crawled with this train when required with no effort. MMRS 9-4-’68). 


@ MELBOURNE SPORTS DEPOT 


121 ELIZABETH STREET, MELBOURNE 
Regional Shopping Centres 
CHADSTONE — EASTLAND — NORTHLANI 
and at 

Ask for Vic Hobbs 56 Wells Street, FRANKSTON 


